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Background 

Children and young people face multiple challenges in addition to their extreme 
poverty. Most Malagasy parents have not acquired parenting skills, cannot access 
information on education and childcare, and have a very limited understanding of 
children's rights. 

Families often live-in remote areas and have no access to other support or 
information. Due to this extreme poverty, parents are simply focused on survival, 
they have no time or energy to devote to their children, to create happy and healthy 
family dynamics or to build family cohesion. 

It is common for the men in the family to turn to alcoholism to cope or to abandon 
their families. This leads to violence and child abuse. They wander and face their 
lives alone. Because of these extremely difficult circumstances, children are deprived 
of their dignity, rights and basic needs. 

This situation is transmitted from generation to generation and, without 
intervention, leads to a perpetual cycle of neglect and poverty. Under Money for 
Madagascar's Vulnerable Children Programme, these children in need are 
supported through the children's centres. 

This programme aims to restore the dignity of vulnerable children and youth and 
support them to become empowered and responsible. 

Akany Hasina is a day centre for vulnerable children located in a rural area, 
Ambohitrabiby, 25 km from Antananarivo. The centre receives about 60 -70 children 
residing around Ambohitrabiby every Saturday. 

Akany promotes citizenship education for children through traditional Malagasy 
culture in a landlocked area that is far from access to information or education. 
Akany educators from Antananarivo come to the Centre every Saturday to teach 
children traditional Malagasy dance and music. Through these cultures, they teach 
children the values of elders, community, the environment and being good citizens. 
English language courses are also promoted every Saturday. The community also 
has access to the library set up in the centre. Some children in exam classes also 
come to the centre every Wednesday afternoon to get school support. 

 

Aims of the project 

The general objective of this project is to help children 
and young people who are in moral, social and 
economic difficulties to discover their human dignity 
and their ability to cope, so that they become 
independent and self-sufficient in their lives.  

The specific objectives are: 

 SO1: to develop, improve the quality of 
reception of the centre. 

 SO2: to promote traditional Malagasy cultures 
at the Ambohitrabiby centre. 

 SO3: to promote citizenship education for the 
children of the centre. 

 SO4: to strengthen children's school skills. 

 

 

 

 Children at the center with their English learning notebook 
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In previous years, the centre regularly welcomed between 60 and 65 children 
each Saturday. This number has since stabilised at a significantly higher level, 
with 86 children now attending each week. This sustained increase is largely 
due to word-of-mouth recommendations, which continue to draw new 
participants. 

While this enthusiasm is heartening, it also presents ongoing challenges. The 
current attendance exceeds the physical capacity of our facilities and the ability 
of our educators to manage the larger groups effectively. To address this, we 
are making use of the courtyard space to ease congestion and maintain the 
quality of our activities. 

In addition, on Wednesday afternoons — when schools are closed — we 
continue to provide targeted academic support for children preparing for 
national exams. Around 20 pupils attend the Centre each week to benefit from 
these supplementary lessons led by one of our dedicated teachers. 

Gender distribution Age distribution 

 

 

 

Riana from MfM visiting the children during their English class 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The centre now offers 20 sessions of English language classes, benefiting all 80 
children. These weekly lessons not only improve language skills but also boost 
confidence and open up new opportunities in school and beyond. To support learning 
beyond the classroom, the on-site library has been enriched with a wide range of new 
books, including stories, reference materials, and educational resources suitable for 
various age groups. Each child has also been provided with school supplies and 
notebooks to support both their work at the centre and their schoolwork at home. In 
addition, on Wednesday afternoons, a dedicated group of around 20 pupils benefit 
from targeted academic support sessions as they prepare for their national exams. 

The academic performance of the children has seen remarkable progress: one student’s 
story illustrates this vividly. He once scored only 13 out of 20 in English before attending 
the centre. Today, thanks to his hard work and the support he has received, he now 
achieves 18 out of 20 – and dreams of going even further. 

To create a more welcoming, child-friendly 
environment, major renovation work is currently 
underway. The centre’s interior walls are being 
painted, and the floors are being replaced with 
durable paving to provide a cleaner and safer space 
for children’s activities. These improvements directly 
enhance the comfort and safety of the 80 children 
who attend the centre every Saturday. 

Moreover, each child receives a nutritious snack 
during their visit — an essential gesture of care that 
not only responds to basic needs but also fosters a 
sense of community and belonging. 

 

 

 

Infrasctructure work 
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New books for the library  

Children with new school supplies 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

From October 2024 to March 2025, the centre launched 20 cultural sessions dedicated to traditional Malagasy dance and music. These 
interactive workshops will introduce the 80 children to the rich heritage of their ancestors, fostering pride in their roots and reinforcing a shared 
cultural identity. This programme is a cornerstone of our commitment to preserving and passing on Madagascar’s living traditions. 

The children from the centre take part in cultural events organised by neighbouring schools and village associations. They have acquired 
traditional costumes representing the different provinces of Madagascar. 

From this momentum, a genuine artistic group has emerged, bringing together both girls and boys from the centre. This group responds to 
invitations to perform at various cultural events. Through their music and traditional Malagasy dance performances, they not only showcase the 
rich cultural heritage of Madagascar but also promote intercultural exchange with local communities and guests. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Traditional Malagasy costumes  

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Showcase by the children  

 

 
Learning to play Valiha by the youngest Children 

Every Saturday, the children look forward to their special treat — sometimes a small 
snack like biscuits or bread, other times a warm and simple meal such as maize. These 
joyful moments not only brighten the children’s weekends but also strengthen 
parents’ motivation to send them regularly to the centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children enjoying a meal of maize 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When Tiana Rambolamiarintsoa first arrived at the centre as a young boy, he 
was just like many other children, full of dreams but facing challenges that 

could have easily limited his future. The centre became a safe space for him, 
offering not only education but also encouragement and hope. 

Years later, after completing his baccalaureate, Tiana pursued English studies in 
Antananarivo. Today, at 22 years old, he has returned to the place that once 

supported him, not as a beneficiary, but as an English teacher. 

Tiana’s journey is more than a personal success. It is a living testimony to the 
impact of the centre: transforming vulnerability into opportunity, and 

empowering former beneficiaries to give back and inspire the next generation. 

 

Through the centre’s cultural education programme, 
Miary discovered not only the valiha, Madagascar’s 
iconic traditional instrument but also his own passion 
and talent for music. 

With dedication and practice, Miary quickly mastered 
the valiha. Today, he is regularly invited to perform at 
celebrations and community events, earning up to 
80,000 Ariary per performance. 

What began as a simple introduction to music at the 
centre has now become a source of pride, income, and 
opportunity, proof that culture and tradition can also 
transform lives. 

 

 

Parents have also expressed their deep satisfaction. They observe 
that their children have become more open, less shy, and better 
prepared for the future. With heartfelt gratitude, they thank the 
sponsors and partners who make this project possible, while voicing 
their hope that such support will continue in the years to come. 

In August, the centre had the privilege of welcoming guests from 
Japan. They came to discover the centre’s activities and experience 
Malagasy traditions through the children’s music and dance 
performances. The exchange proved to be truly enriching. The 
visitors were deeply impressed by the cultural richness and the 
vitality of the activities carried out at Akany Hasina. Before leaving, 
they promised to return and to bring along a piece of their own 
culture to further enrich this beautiful exchange. 

 

 


